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Pacific Northwest Family Circle

Peace Not Police
Oregon Chapter of P.O.S.T. Protect Our Stolen Treasures

August 19, 2021

Re: Investigate COVID-related negligence at Nevada Southern Detention Center

Dear Inspector General Michael Horowitz,

| am writing on behalf of Mary Barbee, a member of our organization, which unites families to
struggle for justice for loved ones killed by police. Mary has lost a cousin to police violence and
could lose her two sons to police negligence. Melvin Lewis Dillon (Inmate Number 55495048)
and Robert John Dillon (Inmate Number 55496048) are presently incarcerated at the Nevada
Southern Detention Center (NSDC) awaiting trial.

Along with hundreds of others at the prison, they have contracted COVID, and now have it
again. This is a result of mismanagement by the private owner and operator of this detention
center, Core Civic. The Dillon Brothers have told us many times, there is no social distancing.
Testing is improperly done or not at all, and they have experienced a lack of proper treatment
when they are not well from either COVID or other health issues.

In Oct 2020, Judge Jennifer A. Dorsey Judge Dorsey found merit in the Dillions’ claim that Core
Civic violated the 5% amendment rights of people incarcerated at NSDC (case no. 2:20-cv-
01436-JAD-VCF). The judge is allowing this claim to move through the litigation process on their
Section 1983 petition.

This lends credence to the idea that their negligence case if justified and worthy of investigation
by an independent third party. This is supported by the more general research of The Marshall
Project and The Associated Press, who wrote, “With crowded conditions, notoriously
substandard medical care and constantly shifting populations, prisons were ill-equipped to
handle the highly contagious virus, which killed nearly 3,000 prisoners and staff”?!.

L “A Half-Million People Got COVID-19 in Prison. Are Officials Ready for the Next Pandemic?” by Katie Park, Keri
Blakinger, and Claudia Lauer. Printed by the Marshall Project. Retrieved from:
https://www.themarshallproject.org/2021/06/30/a-half-million-people-got-covid-19-in-prison-are-officials-ready-
for-the-next-pandemic



Over the last year, our volunteers sent hundreds of letters and calls asking Core Civic to follow
CDC and Bureau of Prison guidelines to protect incarcerated people and their own employees.
Pacific Northwest Family Circle community organizers also called the US Marshals office in
Nevada and in Washington DC. COVID protocols are still not being followed, so now we are
writing to respectfully ask you:

Investigate the poor handling of COVID at the Nevada Southern Detention
Center and hold the leadership at Core Civic accountable for neglecting their
responsibility to those under their care.

If you find evidence of negligence, end their contract with the US Marshal
Service, and close down the NSDC.

The Dillon Biothers and other incarcerated pecple at that prison have so little agency over their
own health. The US Marshals, the Bureau of Prisons, and privately owned Core Civic will not
take responsibility for the care of either incarcerated people or staff, so the Department of
Justice must.

Respectfully on behalf of all the Family Members of Pacific Northwest Family Circle,

Irene Kalonji
Co-Founder of Pacific Northwest Family Circle
Mother of 19-year-old Loved One Christopher Kalonji killed by Clackamas County sheriffs

and

Shiloh Wilson-Phelps
Co-Founder of Pacific Northwest Family Circle
Mother of 22-year-old Loved One Bodhi Phelps killed by City of Gresham police

cc:

Barbara K. Cegavske, Nevada Secretary of State

Lisa Sherych, Administrator, Department of Health and Human Services

thsan Azzam, Ph.D, M.D., Chief Medical Officer, Department of Health and Human Services
Carolyn R. Hantz, Assistant Inspector General, U.S. Department of Labor

Lisa Anderson, Special Agent- in Charge, U.S. Department of Labor

20f2 8/10/2021
Pacific Northwest Family Circle

Re: Investigate COVID-related negligence at Southern Nevada Detention Center



Pacific Northwest Family Circle

Peace Not Police
Oregon Chapter of P.O.S.T. Protect Our Stolen Treasures

Nevada Secretary of State,

Barbara K. Cegavske

Nevada State Capital Building, Covid-19 Situation
101 North Carson Street, Suite 3

Carson City, NV 89701

August 26, 2021

Re: Investigate COVID-related negligence at Nevada Southern Detention Center

Dear Nevada Secretary of State Barbara K. Cegavske,

Please find attached a letter addressed to Inspector General Michael Horowitz explaining the
details about the deplorable conditions for people employed at and incarcerated in the Nevada
Southern Detention Center. We ask that you support our call for an investigation and consider
opening an investigation of your own.

Respectfully on behalf of all the Family Members of Pacific Northwest Family Circle,
Irene Kaloniji

Co-Founder of Pacific Northwest Family Circle

Mother of 19-year-old Loved One Christopher Kalonyji killed by Clackamas County sheriffs

and

Shiloh Wilson-Phelps
Co-Founder of Pacific Northwest Family Circle
Mother of 22-year-old Loved One Bodhi Phelps killed by City of Gresham police

Pacific Northwest Family Circle
502 SE Township Road

Canby OR 97013
www.pnwfamilycircle.org
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Prisoner access problems are nothing new

Today is Independence Day for

~Truk lagoomrand; witirsomesurpriser—Ft g~y

I find myself writing about indepen-
dence,;- the-forces™of darkness-
Public-D ‘s Office d

crime fighter, Washoe County Dis-
trict Attorney Mills B. Lane.
To thiok that the news story by
Mark Lundahl concerning access to
he jail by public lawyers Oct. 4
{yould beat a path to my door 8,000
iles distant is troubling; the crazi-
nbss is that 1 know something about
e topic, The implication in the arti-
cle that the problem has not surfaced
before is incorrect.

As a2 member of the Defender’s

Office in ordered out of
e Reno City Jail by jail personnel

in-the

M,ls Lamne. Cal .
unlap was DA at the time, This
ejection came during my initial

a man ¢ ed with murder.

I requested and was giver an expe-
dited conference with former Dis-
trict Judge John Gabrielli attended
by Mills Lane. Mills acknowledged

urIl

2 EfedA(meson_-_ SLNLLL R S ST s ot

that Nevada law allowed access to
the jail by members of the Public
Defender’s Office, and the judge
ordered compliance by the jail staff.

Several hours of turmoil expended,
1 returned to the jail and discovered
that the young man had given.a
statement upon the promise of a
county lawyer and police that the
state would not seek the death pen-
alty if he cooperated.

The father, a fine and honest
person, had been assured by the
police that communication with the
rabid lawyers of the Defender’s
Office would damage the comfort-
able, rapidly developing and mutu-
ally beneficial relationship they were
forging with the young defendant.
“After all,” said the father, "*his only
prior police record was for speeding
on a moped in Chico.”” He could logi-
cally expect them to see that his son

had some modest worth.
[OWever, ne raled 15 observe the |

serious insanity that infects even the

solice “Whén ofé of thelf dswn has™

bent to the assurance that only obvi-
ous power can confer; the ;
Defender’s Office thereafter-had
little to do with the case. That winter
a three-judge panel sentenced the
young man to death. :

John Q. Public, ever honest and
informed, might be bold enough t
ask what does this tale have to do},
with me? Not much unti] you arei,
arrested and blow your first phone {
call trying to speak to someone who
doesn’t want to eat your face.

As a seriously deranged jailer
slams the steel door and you notice X |
marks on your cell mate’s Manson-
esque head, you can take solace that
the public defender will be there in
the morning — if Mills lets 'em in.

Fred Atchsson ls an attorney working
in the Public Defenders Office in Pon- |
ape, Eastern Caroline Istands in Micron-
esia. He i3 a former Reno resident.
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CARSON CITY (AP) — The
state is completing a review of a
veteran Reno detective cleared of
drug charges, but Chief Richard
Kirkland says that doesn’t mean
he can make an immediate deci-
sion on the officer’s future.
The state Division of Investiga-

B ~d o \ RS
T TN sproars jo uoissassod

~State nears end of Reno detective’s dru

tions is expected to wrap up its in-
ternal investigation of Gary Fu-
banks by Friday or Monday and
turn over its findings to Kirkland,
a division spokesman said.

But the police chief said
Wednesday that even after the re-
port is in his hands there will have

‘pres Aeip |, ‘suoinisod Aleu

—he
to be further staff reviews and per-
sonnel hearings before any final
decision can be made.

Kirkland said last month that
Eubanks. 42, would be kept on ad-
ministrative leave with pay, add-
ing that he wasn't being brought
back to work because “termina-

-04d uo1s10atp Jrup e 2391dwod
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tion is a very real possibility.”

Washoe District Judge Jerry
Whitehead ruled March 11 that
drug charges against Eubanks had
to be dismissed because wiretap

evidence couldn’t be used against
him.
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WASHGE COURTS

Drug charges dropped for veteran Reno det
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pu
pay.

“Termination is a verv real

sibility in this. a

nd that is wh
eing  brought back
work,” Kirkland said.
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instated to the force and
administrative leave with

of

in front

peal has not been
made. After four
days of pre-trial
wiretap testimo-
Whitehead,

Wray said, he

ny

That decision had something of
a domino effect, knocking out the
rest of the evidence. Whitehead
dismissed the nine-count indict-

banks’ home in Sparks should be
ment against Eubanks, 42.

phetamine sale last July at Eu-
kept out of trial.

1 of cop who

allegedly sold methamphetamine.

1n tria

7 Wiretap problems: Judge rules telephone

evidence can’t be used

was not surprised
the charges were

thrown out.

Eubanks’ attorney, Cal Dunlap,
was delighted with the ruling and

The internal investigation

Eubénksv

much knew how the judge viewed
the merits of the case,” Wray said.
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“He has spent a great deal of time
and effort articulating his position.”

Deputy District Attorney Mark

trict Attorney’s Office does not ap-
Wray said a decision about an ap-

hoped the Washoe County Dis-
peal.

charges against longtime Reno po-

Judge Jerry Carr Whitehead
ruled in a 44-page opiuion that all
evidence gathered using a wiretap

lice detective Gary Eubanks.

By Steve Timko
GAZETTE-JOURNAL

Citing problems with wirctap
evidence, a Washoe District Court

judge Fridav dismissed drug of an alleged Eubanks metham-
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o sessmns help officers relieve stress

Reno officerout on $25,000
cash bail after arraignment

|nks drinks and re-
pened on the shift
rapeutic.”
vrong, he said,;and
:d peer counselmg
ch officers discuss
ves their efforts to
nitz, who holds a
ychology and con-
eno Police Protec-

n, praised the de-;
yeer counseling

e’s an outlet, over
a tremendous
mnin the kettle that
ed. You can have
r your feelings are
)uin some way.
:encourage puttmg
it on a police offi-
need them and
le opportunity for
|t oft when their

‘s encounter situa-
sights and smells,
:ns can’t imagine,
with'in their-daily
d.

at differentiates a
. vulnerability to
: from say, a casi-
that in any given
10 way to know
icer’s shift will be
netimes, he said,
w much an officer

.uation are severe- |
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By Phil Barber
GAZETTE-JOURNAL, ' -

Reno Police Ofﬁcer Gary Eu-
banks was released;from the Wa-

shoe County Jail on’ $25,000 cash

bail Tuesday shortly" after being
arraigned on a drug charge. -

His attorney, Cal Dunlap, said
Eubanks posted the money in
cash as specified by Sparks Justice
ofthe Peace Larma Volk.

The Washoe County District
Attorney’s Office asked for the
cash-only bail. “The reasonis not
a matter of public record,” Depu-
ty DA Dave Stanton said.

Although booked Sunday night
on four counts — possession, pos-
session for sale, sale and conspira-
cy to sell a controlled substance —
Eubanks was arraigned Tuesday
on just one count of sales of meth-
amphetamine. He is charged with
selling the drug to a confidential
informant on or about July 15.

“There probably will be some
adjustment of the charges,” Stan-
ton said.

~ Dunlap said his client immedi-
ately bega_n treatment “‘for what

- ails him.”

- Meanwhile; the Consolldated
Narcotlcs Unit continued to:in-

_-vestigate the case, its commander,
Reno Police Lt. Bill Bowen, said

Tuesday.

“But, no further than Gary (Eu-
banks),” Bowen said, conﬁrmmg
Deputy Chief Jim Weston’s state-
ment Monday that there isno evi-
dence of involvement of other of-
ficers in the case.

The 42-year-old Eubanks, a 21-
year police veteran, is on adminis-
trative leave without pay, based
on a city rule for employees
charged with gross misdemeanors
or felonies. Althouigh a detective
for 12 years, he recently was
granted a transfer to posmon of
rangemaster.

His arrest followed a Secret Wit-
ness tip that claimed an off-duty
Reno police officer was buying and
using narcotics at his Sparks home.
He also is being investigated by po-
lice Internal A airs.

W “Ithink there has
been amyth oIogy n
the police service,
largely enhanced by
Hollywood s
productions. . . that
police can handle all
the things they do
and not be
affected.”

Sgt. Joe Butterman






